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About our School 

Address: 

5774 Hazelgreen Rd. NE 

Salem, OR 97305 

Phone: 503-399-3150 

Email: contact@valleyinquiry.org 

School Colors: Black & Yellow 

School Mascot: Cheetahs 

Bell Schedule: 

Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays 

8:00am-2:30pm 

*Doors open at 7:45am for Breakfast/Soft Start

Late Arrival Wednesdays: 

9: 00am-2: 30pm 

*Doors open at 8:45am for Breakfast/Soft Start

Valley Inquiry Charter School is a kindergarten through fifth grade public school of 168 students in 

Salem, Oregon. As a public charter school, admission is open to any student in the Salem-Keizer 

School District through a lottery system. Admission is free.

Valley Inquiry opened first as Baker Charter School in the Fall of 2005, offering instruction for grades 

K-2. Each subsequent school year, an additional grade was added. In the Fall of 2008, Baker 

Charter School graduated its first 5th grade class. In March 2010, we became the first public 

elementary school in the Pacific Northwest to be authorized as a Primary Years Program (PYP) 

International Baccalaureate (18) World School. Shortly after, Baker Charter School changed its name 

to Valley Inquiry to better reflect our school's values and mission.



 

2024-25 School Calendar 

All dates are subject to change 

Watch for updates via ParentSquare and our website. 

Watch for information on Community Events throughout the school year. 
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Dear Parent/Guardian: 

Please follow these guidelines to help all students stay healthy and ready to learn. 

\ 

Please DO NOT S·END AN ILL STUDENT TO SCHOOL. The other page of this letter gives 

examples of when your student should not be in school. 

If your student is ill, please CONTACT THE SCHOOL. 

Please contact your health care provider about any SERIOUS ILLNESS or if you are worried 

about your student's health. If you need help in finding a health care provider, you may 

contact the local public health authority. 

Please notify the school if your child is diagnosed with a CONTAGIOUS DISEASE, including 

these: chicke'npox, COVID-19, diphtheria, E. coli diarrhea, hepatitis, measles, mumps, 

pertussis, rubella, Salmonella, scabies, shigel/osis, tuberculosis, or another disease as 

requested. The school will protect your private information as required by law. [OAR 333-

019-0010; ORS 433.008.]

Please notify the school if your student requires MEDICATIONS during school hours. 

Follow school protocols for medication at school. If your student's illness requires 

antibiotics, the student must have been on antibiotics for at least 24 hours before 

returning to school, and longer in some cases. Antibiotics are not effective for viral 

illnesses. 

Please notify the school if your student has a CHRONIC HEALTH CONDITION. We will work 

with you to address the health condition so that the student can learn. With consent, the 

school nurse may consult with the student's health care provider about the health 

condition and necessary treatments. To contact the school nurse or health office please 

call or email. 

We want to support your student. Please contact us if you have questions or concerns. 
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School Wide Policies and Expectations 

School Campus 

Our school campus is closed to the public during school hours. The playground area is utilized by our 

childcare program before and after school. 

Recess 

Please do not send your student(s) with toys to use during recess as the school is not responsible for 

anything that is lost and or damaged. Parents/Guardian/Siblings may not accompany students to 

scheduled recess. 

Personal Items 

Students should not bring personal items (electronic devices, toys, games, jewelry, purses, fanny 

packs, handbags, etc.) except when deemed appropriate by both teacher and parent. Purses and 

Fanny packs may not be worn during the school day. Valley Inquiry is not responsible for any items 

that are lost, damaged or stolen. At any time, a student's personal items may be collected by a Valley 

Inquiry staff member if it is causing distraction at school. Staff may hold the item until the end of the 

day, or a parent may be called to pick it up from the front office. 

Cell Phones/Smart Watches 

Electronic devices can be disruptive and distracting to the learning and school environment. These 

devices include, and are not limited to cell phones, watches, earbuds, tablets, and electronic games 

and devices that interfere with the learning environment. Students may use cell phones and smart 

watches before and after the school day. During the school day, students are not allowed to use their 

phones and watches in classrooms, common areas (lunch) or during passing times. Cell phones and 

smart watches should be put in students' backpacks at the beginning of the day. Parents who need 

immediate communication with their student are asked to call the school's main office. The district is 

not responsible for the security, support, usage charges, damage, or theft of personal electronic 

devices. If a student is found using an electronic device during the school day, parents will be notified 

and the device will be held in the office for parent pickup. 

Appropriate Footwear 

Students should have access to appropriate footwear at school on a daily basis. We encourage you 

to send your child(ren) to school wearing closed-toed shoes. Flip aops, open-toed sandals, or other 

open-toed shoes are not safe in the school environment. Students may bring additional shoes 

appropriate for PE. If students do not have the appropriate footwear to participate in PE, they may be 

asked to participate in an alternate activity. Please know that this request is directly related to student 

safety, our first priority. We appreciate your cooperation. 

Dismissal-Student Pick Up 



Students must be picked up within 15 minutes of the end of the school day. This 15 minute time frame 

also applies to students who stay after school for any other school activity. The student needs to be 

picked up within 15 minutes of the end of the activity. It is your responsibility, as the parent or 

guardian, to pick up your children at the appropriate time. If you are experiencing some difficulty, 

PLEASE call the school and let us know so we can assist. If you do not pick up your child in the 

allocated time, the necessary authorities will be called. 

Early Check Out 

If you need to check your student out early please contact the front office ahead of time so we can 

have your student(s) ready up front for you. Please do not call the office for early check out after 

2:00pm as our pick up line has already formed and the safety of our students is our utmost priority. 

Lost and Found 

Lost and found articles are usually taken to a location near the front office. An attempt will be made to 

return items to the rightful owner. You can help this process by marking all articles your child 

brings to school. We encourage you to check the lost and found area when you visit school. Items 

left behind for an extended period of time will be donated. 

Field Trips 
Field trips are an extension of the classroom into the real world of experience. Visits to farms, forests, 

factories and organizations give children knowledge they can use to expand their learning and be 

able to express more in speaking and writing. Teachers will send home notices in advance of any 

outing that involves transporting children to the school grounds. Supervision on field trips is provided 

primarily by stay. For certain trips, parents may be asked to chaperone. Other relatives or friends, not 

living with the child, will not be asked to supervise. Only children in the classroom, taking the field trip, 

may attend. 

Library Media Center 

All students are encouraged to borrow books and other materials from the Library Media Center. 

Students need to return all borrowed items by the assigned due date to allow access by other 

students. There are no fees for overdue materials; however, if items are lost or damaged, the 

student's parent/guardian will be assessed a fee based on the cost of items involved. 

Parking Lot Etiquette 
Please adhere to traffic images posted on our website and sent out via ParentSquare for traffic flow 

and updated instructions. 

• Please park in the designated parent parking areas if you would like to walk your student to 

the front doors. Be mindful of the space between your vehicle and Hazelgreen Road.

• Please go around the large loop and enter Lanes 1-3 at the split near the garbage cans.

• Please help us in our goal of keeping students safe by following all lane directions, staff 

instructions and posted speed limits. Please be polite and respectful of all staff if asked to 

move your vehicle.

• Students will be escorted to you as you arrive near the front of our pick up line.
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Before/After School Care Opportunity 

We are partnering with Champions for our Before/After School Care program again this 

year. Please scan the QR below to get more information on enrolling. 

Champions has a great solution for busy working families: act1v1ties that combine fun and learning. 

together with the safety and convenience of a high-quality program right inside your school 

Champions offers a variety of group and individual act1v1ties designed to keep your child exploring 

and growing 

From art. dramatic play. math and science to problem-sol11ing language motor skills and more. we 

help your child continue learning and developing essential life skills-whether school is In session 

Ages: 5-11 

Dates: 2023/2024 School Year Dates based on school district's schedule 

Hours: 6 30 - 8 45 AM '' 3 15 - 6 00 PM rV'/ednesday only 2 15 - 6 00 PM) 

SCAN ME 












































